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Assigning the Master Page

1. Open the MOSS website URL in a browser. 

2 G Si A i Si S i L k d F l M P2. Go to Site Actions > Site Settings > Look and Feel > Master Page

3. In the Master Page Settings, choose the option to specify a unique Site 
Master Page.  Select your custom master page from the pulldown list.

4. Do the same for the System Master Page, which is used for some forms and 
list view pages.  (You may want to create an alternate Master Page for this if your original 

t d t h bi h t t f li t i t bl )master page does not have a big enough content area for list view tables.)

5. If you want all subsites to inherit your settings, check the appropriate box.



Assigning the CSS File

1. The CSS Settings are near the bottom of the Master Page Settings.

2 Ch h i S if CSS fil b d b hi i2. Choose the option to Specify a CSS file to be used by this site.

3. You may browse to your custom CSS file, or type in the URL
(beginning with /Style Library/)

4. Check the box to reset all subsites to use the same CSS file (this is optional)

5. Click OK to save your Master Page and CSS settings.



Inheritance

• When you assign the master page and CSS file to the root 
site you may choose to have all subsites inherit the samesite, you may choose to have all subsites inherit the same 
master page and/or CSS.

• If you don’t want a subsite to inherit the root settings, 
navigate to the Master Page settings for that subsite and 
choose a different master page or CSS file This is usefulchoose a different master page or CSS file.  This is useful 
if you need to apply a different color scheme or other 
visual changes to a subsite.



CSS File Positioning

Why do we assign the custom CSS file via the Site Settings, instead 
of adding a reference to it in the Master Page code?of adding a reference to it in the Master Page code?

The default MOSS file Core.css will always be added when the page renders in 
a browser.

/ If we add a reference to our CSS file in <head> of the Master Page code, the 
page will render with our CSS file first.  Core.css will come second in the source 
code Th s Core css o ld o erride an matching st les in o r c stom CSS filecode.  Thus Core.css would override any matching styles in our custom CSS file.

☺ If we assign the custom CSS via the Site Settings, the page will render with 
Core css first and our custom CSS file second Thus our custom CSS file canCore.css first, and our custom CSS file second.  Thus our custom CSS file can 
override Core.css. This is required for styling various MOSS components.
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